330     THE MASTER OF THE HILL

secrecy as will give to the dear man the
greatest surprise of his life. This can be
insured if at the outset the importance is
laid heavily upon the conscience of the
Alumni. . , .

"If you find it agreeable to have Dwight
named on the Executive Committee, as a
connecting link, I shall be glad, but you will
treat this suggestion in confidence and rely
upon my appreciation of any objection thereto
that may appear/'

And again, a few days after ^Washington's
Birthday:

"It was just like you, I am happy and
proud to say, to sit down on Sunday and
write me of the great event, while you were
still dizzy and weary from the whirl of the
preparations and the achievement itself.

" It may sound like special pleading but,
believe me, this is, at least, but the spirit of
our convictions that the reunion of 1908 will
prove to be the most significant of all the
delightful and blessed like occasions we have
reason to remember with grateful and loving
hearts. The inauguration of a new type of
fellowship between the Alumni, the School,
and the Masters, with the personal element,
that has perhaps too much, through no con-
scious design or purpose of Mrs- John's and
mine, pervaded the atmosphere, suspended if
not suppressed, is a consummation devoutly
to be wished for and to be thankful for now
that it is accomplished. There! I haven't half said what I wanted
